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What Will Shomrei Torah Be Like In Five Years? 
 

ñIf you will it, it is no dreamò  ðTheodor Herzl  

 
When I was first elected president of this congregation, I was asked if I had any goals for my 

presidency.  My immediate response was, ñNot to preside over the demise of Congregation 

Shomrei Torah.ò  I have had the experience of watching the end of 

a congregation: the one in which I grew up, in which I was con-

firmed, where my brothers became Bar Mitzvah, my sister was the 

president of an active chapter of Bônai Bôrith Girls, my father was 

long-term Menôs Club president, my mother served meals as a Sis-

terhood volunteer ï that congregation simply withered away and 

died a few years ago and exists no more. 

 

Iôm convinced that that same fate does not have to befall Congre-

gation Shomrei Torah, but only if we do something about it. As 

Theodor Herzl famously said, ñIf you will it, it is no dream.ò  

There is no guarantee of survival.  We must take action, and set a 

course for the future of Shomrei Torah, to ensure that there is a 

future for Shomrei Torah. 

 

I believe that Shomrei Torah is a highly successful congregation, but I also believe that to con-

tinue to be successful requires a sense of direction.  We need to develop a comprehensive plan 

for the next few years, to think about what we want our membership to look like in the future, 

what our religious services should be like, and what programs we should offer to our members 

and to the larger Jewish community in North Florida. 

 

That is why we have planned the three meetings this summer, on the Sunday mornings of June 

13, July 11, and August 1, from 10:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon or so.  The general objectives are 

to identify the core values and strengths of our congregation, to set goals that we as a congrega-

tion can work toward, and to develop action steps that we can take to meet the challenges of the 

coming years. 

 

I hope that you will join me on as many of these Sunday mornings as you can, with an open 

mind and heart, and an understanding that itôs up to us to keep Shomrei going strong into the 

future. 



« 2 » 

 

 

 

Congregation Shomrei Torah Officers 
 
President: Susan Bodell (385-1075) 

First Vice President (Building):Dwight Kingsbury (402-1645) 

Education Vice Presidents: Fran Gomory (894-5657) 

Membership Vice President: Janice Zimmerman (668-8061) 

Ritual Vice President: Dr. Bill Kaufman (894-0789) 

Fund Raising Vice President: Jeff Savlov (894-1161) 

Secretary: Ellen Simon (561-8396) 

Treasurer: Charles Slavin (893-6740) 

Sisterhood President: Carol Berkowitz (893-1849) 

Menôs Club President: Sam Kimelman (562-3540) 
At-Large Board Members: Chuck Aronovitch, Bob Cohen, Elaine Cooper, Sean Erlich, Lee Ann Gustafson, 

Dan 

Markel, Avi Wygodski 

 
Bulletin Staff  
Editor: Lisa Fingeroot 

CST Board Representatives: Lee Ann Gustafson, Chuck Aronovitch 

Bulletin Details 
Publication Title and Number: Congregation Shomrei Torah Bulletin, Issue Date; January 2010, Statement of Frequency: Pub-

lished 11 times per year,  Authorized Organizationôs Name and Address; Congregation Shomrei Torah Synagogue, 4858 Kerry 

Forest Parkway, Tallahassee, FL 32309; Phone: 850-893-9674; Issue No.: 5770-4 

Please send all bulletin materials to Lisa Fingeroot (Administrator@shomreitorahonline.org) by the 20th of the month. Special 

thanks to: Jon Lyons for advertisement design. 

Website Details 
www.shomreitorahonline.org. The Shomrei Torah website is maintained and edited by Barb Lyons. Please send any queries 

about the website to Barb at webmaster@shomreitorahonline.org. 

 

*Irma Hoffman........2 Tammuz....June 14 

 

Raymond Ehrlich....5 Tammuz....June 17 

 

Rose Schwartz..........7 Tammuz....June 19 

 

Jolanda Gottschalk.... 9 Tammuzé 

    ...  June 21 

 

Herman Grayson......19 Tammuzé 

    ...July 1 

 

*Nechemia Meerovitz....19 Tammuzé 

    ...July 1 

 

*Debbie Sachs..........20 Tammuz....July 2 

 

 

*Maxine Weiss..........21 Tammuz....July 3 

 

 Floyd Cohn............22 Tammuz....July 4 

 

*Oscar Kantrowitz......22 Tammuzé 

     ...July 4 

 

*Joseph Ford...........24 Tammuz....July 6 

 

*N. James Siegendorf...25 Tammuz... 

    ...July 7 

 
*Kaddish is recited on the preceding  

Shabbat 

 

*Yahrzeit lamp will be lit in the synagogue 
 

 

 

 

YAHRZEIT  
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 An Invitation To Share Ideas and Make Future Plans 

Fran Gomory 
Education Chairman 
 

A Great Year Behind Us, Wonderful Plans In Front of Us 
We had a terrific year at Religion School! Alex Fingeroot, Rozsa Gomory and Issac Bernstein had their respective 

Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. If you were present for any of those, youôll know how proud the teachers should be of 

these three wonderful children. We look forward to celebrating Rebecca Covenôs Bat Mitzvah in November of 

this year. 

Next year, we will have several new teachers and hope to bring a music teacher on board. We are also hoping to 

have the Religion School children lead services every other month. 

We also say good luck to Aniko Gomory, Debbie Abrams, and Tasha Ka???, who are leaving us to go to college 

and graduate school. 
 

Have a good summer! 

Fran  
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ADVERTISE IN THE SHOMREI TORAH BULLETIN  
 

Individual (Shomrei Torah Members) Rate 

Quarter Page   $10.00 (monthly) 

Half Page   $20.00 (monthly) 

Full Page   $40.00 (monthly) 

Business Rate  Monthly  Yearly 
Quarter Page  $25.00  $200.00 

Half Page  $50.00  $400.00 

Full Page  $100.00  $800.00 

 

Send advertising copy to: Ellen Simon (elliemsimon@yahoo.com), Congregation Shomrei Torah, 
4858 Kerry Forest Parkway, Tallahassee, FL 32309. You will be billed for your ad.. 

Dwight Kingsbury  
Building Vice President 
 

Weeds Donôt Get Voted Off The Island  
 

Grass doesnôt last long. ñManôs days are like grass, like the bloom of the field,ò the Bible observes 
(Psalms 103:15). ñWhen the wind passes by him, he is gone...ò (Robert Alter translation). 

 

Weeds, though, are a different story. If manôs days were like weeds, humans would just regenerate. 

The wind comes, the wind goes, we cut them down with pruning tools, but the weeds in our recently 
cleared meadow keep popping back. Weeds are survivors; no one votes weeds off the island. Some 

weeds even have interesting blooms. Current objective of the grounds committee is to find an equilib-

rium with the weeds that is manageable, sustainable, and provides a reasonably satisfactory ground 
cover. Richard Morris and I think weôll be able to do this with hand tools. Weôll see. 

 

Meanwhile a number of potential building improvements are under consideration or in preparation. 
The biggest one will be replacement of the 1986 air handling units and heat pumps for the buildingôs 

north and south flanks.  The yellow paint on the exterior, with big fuzzy splotches on the south side, 

begs for a new coat. We need some short sections of gutter on certain parts of the roof. (Thereôs 

more.) 
 

Avi Wygodski has made many helpful suggestions, and was the one who got up on the patio roof re-

cently and plugged the PVC drain pipes back together so the leak wouldnôt keep draining onto the 
patio. Iôm also grateful to all the other members who have offered tips and feedback for proposed 

building and grounds improvements and maintenance.  

Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav 
 

Every blade of grass sings poetry to God without ulterior motives or alien thoughtsðwithout  

consideration of reward. How good and lovely it is, then, when one is able to hear this song of the 

grasses. It is therefore a precious thing to conduct oneself with piety when strolling among them. 
From The Teva Learning Center 
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 Donations  
 

 

General Prayer Book Fund: Gloria Asher in memory of her husband, 

Larry Asher 

 

General Fund: Sandler & Barbara Dickson in memory of Sandler's father, 

                                   Maurice Dickson 
 

Chuck & Sharon Aronovitch  

  in memory of Chuckôs parents,  

     Harry and Jean Aronovitch  
 

Visiting Rabbi Fund:  
 

Shimon & Nechama Gottschalk 

 

   Sheldon & Lois Leibow  
 

Education Fund:  
 

David Edelson in memory of  

Sue Edelson 

 

Isabelle Stiftel in memory of 

Benjamin Liebowitz 
 

Tree of Life:  
 

Bob and Karen Cohen 

 in honor of their daughter, 

Ashley Cohen, 

 earning a Masterôs Degree 

 
 
If your donation was omitted, please contact the 

office so it can be listed in the next newsletter 
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 Bill Kaufman  
Ritual Chairman 
 

Entering the Dark Time in Hebrew Calendar 
 

With the passing of Shavuot, we come to a time in the Hebrew calendar that is relatively quiet regarding 
holidays.  We in fact come to a darker time of the cyclical holiday season, marked by commemorations 

of tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people. 
 

The beginning of this period is the 17th of Tammuz, which is a minor fast day (there are two other minor 

fast days in the Hebrew calendar).  There are a number of catastrophes ascribed to that day, most nota-
bly the breaching of the walls of Jerusalem in 70 CE by the Romans, and the incident of the golden calf 

at Sinai.  On a minor fast day, fasting is required only from sunrise to sunset.  There are no other prohi-

bitions, including work, associated with the major fast days of Yom Kippur and Tisha be-Av. This year 
the 17th of Tammuz falls on June 29. 
 

Tisha be-Av, the 9th of Av, is a major fast day and is important due to its commemoration of the destruc-

tion of both temples, the first by the Babylonians in 586 BCE, the second by the Romans in 70 CE.  

There is a midrash stating that God marked the 9th of Av as a day of catastrophe due to the incident of 
the spies in the desert (see Parashat Shelach Lôcha).  Many of the same prohibitions that exist for Yom 

Kippur exist for Tisha be-Av, and the fasting is from sundown to sundown.  Unique to Tisha be-Av is a 

prohibition against the study of Torah, which is considered to be a joyous activity. 
 

Only the Book of Job, parts of Jeremiah that describe the destruction of Jerusalem, and certain parts of 
the Talmud that deal with the destruction are permitted to be studied.  Work is not forbidden, though we 

are encouraged to minimize the amount of work done on this day.  The maôariv service is followed by 

reading the Book of Lamentations, and is usually done in a darkened room (candlelight or only a few 
lights on) with congregants sitting on the floor or on low benches.  During the morning service, tallit 

and tefillin are not worn (another sign of mourning). 
 

This year Tisha be-Av falls on July 20. 
 

The time between the 17th of Tammuz and Tisha be-Av is referred to as the Three Weeks, during which 
mourning customs are followed.  Weddings and other joyous occasions are not held, and some people 

refrain from cutting their hair.  The mourning customs become more pronounced beginning the first day 

of Av (the Nine Days).  During this time no meat or wine is consumed (except on Shabbat), there are 

prohibitions about shaving, haircuts, bathing, swimming, etc., and activities that bring joy are avoided.  
There are special haftarot on the Shabbatot of the Three Weeks dealing with themes of destruction and 

retribution. 
 

Fortunately, the Hebrew calendar is cyclic, and we can look forward to more comforting times follow-
ing the Three Weeks, which will be the subject of next months article. 
 

On a personal note, I would like to acknowledge my sincere appreciation to Loren and Dora Schreiber 

for all that they have done and continue to do for Shomrei Torah.  This is my second time as ritual 

chairman, and I am now remembering all that this involves and appreciate Lorenôs tenure in this posi-
tion for the past four years.  In addition, they continue to organize the Shabbat morning and holiday To-

rah readings (no small job), which make my job immensely easier, and make for beautiful services. 

Thank you! 
Bill  
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 JTS Announces Strategic Plan  
 
The Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) recently unveiled a new vision for 

its future, its mission, and its role in the world. 

 

This new vision, developed in an intensive eighteen-month process of in-
stitutional review and assessment by Chancellor Arnold M. Eisen, the 

Board of Trustees, and representatives of diverse constituencies (including 

faculty, students, supporters, and the leadership of other Jewish organiza-
tions that partner with JTS), defines and clarifies JTSôs purpose and includes a detailed strategic plan 

that sets forth the changes JTS will make for the twenty-first century and the tenets that will guide them. 

 
In Chancellor Eisenôs words, ñFor over a century, JTS has provided Conservative Judaism and the vital 

religious center of North American Jewry with a vision of what Judaism has been and can be, and 

trained leaders to guide their communities in pursuit of that vision. We shall continue and expand this 

role.ò JTS remains fundamentally committed to conserving Judaism faithfully by changing it faithfully. 
In order to do so, the institution will be guided by these vital standards: 

 

Scholarship in Service to Judaism and the Jewish Community. JTS will bring the learning of its 
unique collection of faculty, students, and programs to bear on the most pressing issues, dilem-

mas, and needs of the Jewish community of North America. 

 

Excellence in Teaching and Learning. JTS will maintain its traditional commitment to excellence 
in Jewish learning and continue to accentuate the study of Jewish texts in three critical dimen-

sions: their original languages and settings, the history of their reception and interpretation, and 

their continuing importance, while updating departmental structure and degree programs. 

Synergy. New programs will bring students and faculty from the various schools of JTS together for 
shared learning.  

 

Partnerships. JTS will exploit to the fullest the opportunities arising out of distinctive assets such as 

its location in New York City and the partnerships available with nearby institutions.  
Reaching New Types of Students. A broad array of adult learning opportunities will be offered at 

JTS and other locations, including degrees and certificate programs and continuing professional 

education. Executive education for Jewish religious and educational leaders throughout North 
America will combine classes at JTS with distance learning.  

 

Engaging and Strengthening Conservative Judaism and the Religious Center. JTS will preserve 

and enhance its historic ties to Conservative Judaism and its component institutions, while con-
tinuing to reach out to the vital, capacious religious center of North American Jewry. In short, 

we shall reaffirm JTSôs role as the primary religious, spiritual, and leadership fountainhead of 

Conservative Judaism and the vital religious center of North American Jewry and one of the 

primary sites for cutting-edge conversation about Judaism and the Jewish community more gen-
erally. 

 

You can visit www.jtsa.edu/newvision to watch, listen to, or read Chancellor Eisenôs address, learn 
about the key programmatic principles that will guide JTS into the future, download the complete strate-

gic plan, and more. 

 

For more information, or to support The Jewish Theological Seminary, please contact Carolyn Kantor-
Florida Region Director at (561)852-3454 or cakantor@jtsa.edu, or visit www.jtsa.edu  

http://www.jtsa.edu/newvision
mailto:XXXXXX@jtsa.edu
file:///C:/Users/CST%20Administrator/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2TMQU1QL/www.jtsa.edu
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Welcome ! 
Dear Congregation Shomrei Torah, 
 

Shalom! I am thrilled to be Congregation Shomrei Torah's new rabbi.  As a new congregation to join the 

Gladstein Fellowhsip, Congregation Shomrei Torah has entered an amazing network of rabbis, lay peo-
ple and congregations across the country that are all working towards the same 

goal of growing and sustaining emerging kehillot, communities, within the 

Conservative movement. As a Gladstein Rabbinic Fellow, I look forward to 

serving your community for the next two years. 
 

During the past four years of rabbinical school, I have been fortunate to learn 

with amazing rabbis and professors at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New 
York.   In addition, I have taken advantage of wonderful opportunities in com-

munity organizing training, interdenominational rabbinic student seminars as 

well as a 400 hour Hospital Chaplaincy training at Bellevue Hospital in New York. 

This past year my husband, Brett, and I spent the year living and studying in Jerusalem with the rest of 
my class for my 4th year of rabbinical school.  Throughout this year in Israel, I had the honor of serving 

as the rabbinic intern to Rabbi Mauricio Balter in his community in Northern Israel. 

I come to you with an excitement to learn from you and with you over the next two years.  Brett and I 
look forward to joining the Congregation Shomrei Torah community and growing together with you. 

 

L'shalom, 
Rabbi Drucker 

Many, Many Thanks to All Those 
Who Make A Visiting Rabbi Possible  
Letôs Pat Each Other On the Back 

During the last year with Rabbi Daniel Stein, everyone worked so hard, volunteered so much time, and 
gave of themselves, their homes and their money so freely it is nearly impossible to thank everyone 

without reprinting the membership roster here. 

 

Please know your efforts were, and still are, much appreciated and the visiting rabbi program would not 
be possible at Congregation Shomrei Torah without your gracious and generous donations of all kinds. 

 

Great gratitude goes to the following groups for their hard work: the current and former Board of Direc-
tors, the Rabbi Planning Committee, those who made reservations and phone calls and wrote emails, 

those who drove Rabbi Stein to and from the airport, those who hosted him and others in their homes, 

walked with the rabbi to and from his room, those who shopped and cooked and cleaned and served, 
those who donated the funds that made the whole program possible, those who came to shul when the 

rabbi was here, and those who were supportive from afar.  
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 Candle Lighting Times  
 
 Date         Latest Time To                                              

                   Light Candles                                                        
 

June 4         8:18 pm 

June 11       8:21 pm 

June 18       8:24 pm 

June 25       8:25 pm 

July 2          8:26 pm 
 

 
 

 

Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, asher 

kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel  

Shabbat.  
 

Praised are You, Adonai our G-d, Who rules the 

 universe, instilling in us the holiness of mitzvot by com-

manding us to kindle the light of Shabbat 
 
Translation  & transliteration provided by United Synagogue Of Conservative 

Judaism 

Itôs time 
for the annual Menôs Club weekend 

 at  

St. George Island 

 Sun, fun, food (lots of food) and  

pure relaxation.   

The dates are September 4, 5, and 6th 

 

 If you are interested, please contact Monte Finkelstein 

at 562-4013. 


